POLS 317

Politics and Society in the Middle East

“FROM the IMPERIAL WINTER to the ARAB SPRING”

Spring 2016
Boğaziçi University

Department of Political Science and International Relations

Class Hours: WFF 312  IB201 / NH301
Office Hrs: W @ IB 504 14:00-16:00
or by appointment

Instructor:

Koray Çalışkan

koray.caliskan@boun.edu.tr   

Course Description:

Middle East is a recent name given to a region hosting a diverse social geography that covers Southwestern Asia, North Africa and Europe. The course aims at introducing students to the main questions and answers regarding the societies and politics of the Middle East. Who are the peoples of the region? What histories do they share? What is the impact of imperialism in the making of the Middle East? What legacy did colonialism leave behind? How are Middle Eastern states institutionalized, and how did the development of modern technologies of control shape the making of Middle Eastern politics? What are the social, economic and political conditions that produce and maintain a large geography of injustice in the region? Is it Islam, is it the peoples’ “static” nature, and is it their resistance to change, as many of the Orientalist authors suggest? What are the openings and limits of hope for the children, women and men of the region? In what capacity do social movements shape the making of Middle Eastern futures? What were the reasons behind the Arab Spring? Was it really a Spring?
The methods of analysis and reading pack draw on a blend of historical, social and political analysis, locating the study of the Middle East at the disciplinary intersection between history, political science, economics, sociology, anthropology and political economy. The ultimate objective of the course is to provide the students with an informed understanding of the competing routes of understanding the region. 

Note to International Students:

You cannot take an early final for this class. If your semester at your home institution starts earlier that the final of this class (date to be announced by the registrar in mid-semester), please consult my T.A. to arrange a final under the supervision of a proctor at your home institution.
Requirements:

Readings: 
You have to read ALL the REQUIRED material assigned for each week BEFORE coming to class. You are not required to read the recommended articles, they are not provided with the reading pack. The readings are challenging. Those who read regularly will be able to join and enjoy class discussions, and pass the pop-quizzes easily. A course pack is available in Nazar Fotokopi (212 265 7725) located under the First Men’s Dorm.

Pop-Quizzes and Attendance: You will be given quizzes to check whether you read. No make-up. 20% of the course grade.

Midterm:  It carries 30 percent of the course grade. TBA.
Class Participation:  It is essential that students contribute to class discussions. 10% of the course grade.

Final: Covering all topics of the lecture. 40% of the course grade.
ACADEMIC HONESTY

The Department of Political Science and International Relations has the following rules and regulations regarding academic honesty.

1. Copying work from others or giving and receiving answers/information during exams either in written or oral form constitutes cheating.

2. Submitting take-home exams and papers of others as your own, using sentences or paragraphs from another author without the proper acknowledgement of the original author, insufficient acknowledgement of the consulted works in the bibliography, all constitute plagiarism. 
3. Plagiarism and cheating are serious offenses and will result in:

a) an automatic “F” in the assignment or the exam

b) an oral explanation before the Departmental Ethics Committee

c) losing the opportunity to request and receive any references from the entire faculty

d) losing the opportunity to apply in exchange programs

e) losing the prospects of becoming a student assistant or a graduate assistant in the department

The students may further be sent to the University Ethics Committee or be subject to disciplinary action.

Guidelines for Students with Disabilities:
I will do my best to help students with documented disabilities. If you have a disability, please see me in my first office hour. You can also consult http://www.boun.edu.tr/en-US/Content/About_BU/Governance/Councils_Boards_and_Committees/Disabled_Students_Committee for further information on how you can receive support at Boğaziçi University. For further information you can call the chair of the Commission for Disabled Students.
Course Outline

Introduction

10/02 – 12/02
The Class will meet at Mithat Alam Film Center. On Wednesday the first 120 mins of the film will be watched. On Friday, the remaining 40 minutes will be watched.
Film

Omaret Yakobean, Yaqubian Building (Egypt, 2006, 161 mins)
(Dir. Marwan Hamed)
Assignment: Please write a maximum two pages impression of the film Yaqubian Building and reflect on Egyptian society as seen in the film before the fall of Mubarak, due next week on Wednesday the 17th.
The Arab Spring
17/02 - 19/02 

   Required:

Brownlee J., Masoud, T and Reynolds, A. 2013. Tracking the “Arab Spring” Why the Modest Harvest? Journal of Democracy, Volume 24, Number 4, pp. 29-44.

Brown, N. J., 2013, Egypt’s Failed Transition, Journal of Democracy, Volume 24, Number 4, pp. 45-58.

Bellin, E., 2012. Reconsidering the Robustness of Authoritarianism in the Middle East: Lessons from the Arab Spring, Comparative Politics, Volume 44, Number 2, pp. 127-149.

Recommended: 

Anderson, L., 2011, Demystifying the Arab Spring. Parsing the Differences Between Tunisia, Egypt, and Libya, Foreign Affairs, Vol. 90, No. 3.

Korotayev, Andrey V; Issaev, Leonid M; Malkov, Sergey Yu; Shishkina, Alisa R. Arab Studies Quarterly36.2 (Spring 2014): 149-169.

Merip Editors, “Egypt in Year Three”,  Merip Online, July 10, 2013

http://www.merip.org/mero/mero071013
Johnstone S., and Mazo J., 2011. Global Warming and the Arab Spring, Survival, Vol. 53, No. 2.

Joffé G., The Arab Spring in North Africa: origins and prospects, Journal of North African Studies, Vol. 16, No. 4, December 2011

Aslı Bali, A Turkish Model for the Arab Spring? in «Middle Eastern Law & Governance», Vol. 3 No.1/2, February 2011

Haim Bresheeth, The Arab Spring: A View from Israel, in «Middle East Journal of Culture & Communication», Vol. 5, No.1, January 2012

Ali Parchami, The ‘Arab Spring’: the view from Tehran, in «Contemporary Politics», Vol. 18, No. 1, March 2012

The Ways to Understand the Middle East
24/02 - 26/02
Lockman, Zachary. 2004. “Introduction” and “In the Beginning” in Lockman, Zachary. Contending Visions of the Middle East: The History and Politics of Orientalism, pp. 1-37.

Simon Bromley. 1994. Understanding the Middle East, in Bromley, S. Rethinking

Middle East Politics, Austin: University of Texas Press, pp: 1-45.

William L. Cleveland. 2004. The Beginnings of the Era of Transformation, W. L. A History of the Modern Middle East, Boulder: Westview Press, pp. 57-102.
Others’ Middle East
02/03 – 04/03

The Earl of Cromer [Evelyn Baring Cromer], 1908, Modern Egypt, pp.555-589.

Thomas Friedman. 2000. One Country, Two Worlds, The New York Times, Jan 28, p. A23.
Lockman, Zachary. 2004. “Orientalism and Empire” in Lockman, Z. 2004.

Contending Visions of the Middle East: The History and Politics of

Orientalism, pp.66-98.

Colonialism, Orientalism and the State in the Middle East
09/03 - 11/03
Required:
Timothy Mitchell. 1988. Colonizing Egypt, Berkeley: University of California Press. 

i) Preface to the Paper Back Edition (ix-xviii)

ii) Chapter One. Egypt at the Exhibition (1-33)

iii) Philosophy of the Thing (161-179)
Edward Said. 1978. Introduction, in Orientalism, New York: Vintage Books, pp.1-28.

Sadik Jalal al-‘Azm. 1980. Orientalism and Orientalism in Reverse, Khamsin: Journal of Revolutionary Socialists of the Middle East, Vol. 8, pp. 5-25.

Roger Owen. 1992. The End of Empires: The Emergence of Modern Middle Eastern States, in State, Power and Politics in the Making of the Modern Middle East, London: Routledge, pp. 8-31.

Recommended:

Edward Said. 1978. Knowing the Oriental, in Orientalism, New York: Vintage Books, pp. 31-49.
Lockman, Zachary. 2004. “Said’s Orientalism: a Book and its aftermath.” in Lockman, Zachary. 2004. Contending Visions of the Middle East: The History and Politics of Orientalism, pp. 182- 214.

Roger Owen. 1992. The Growth of State Power in the Arab World: The single Party Regimes, in State, Power and Politics in the Making of the Modern Middle East, London: Routledge, pp. 32-54.

Islam and Politics
16/03 – 18/03
Joel Beinin and Joe Stork. 1997. On the Modernity, Historical Specificity, and International Context of Political Islam, in Political Islam: Essays from Middle East Report, Berkeley: University of California Press, pp. 3-25.

Abdullah Al-Arian. 2015. Between Terror and Tyranny: Political Islam in the Shadow of the Arab Uprisings, Merip Online, December 30, 2015.


(http://www.merip.org/mero/mero123015)

Fawaz, G. 2013. The Islamist Moment: From Islamic State to Civil Islam?
Political Science Quarterly. Vol. 128 Issue 3, p389-426.
Michael Walzer, 2014. After the Arab Spring: Can Democracy and Religious Demands work together? Philosophy Social Criticism Vol: 40: 421

Patriarchy, Feminism and Gender in the Middle East
23/03 - 25/03
Required:
Deniz Kandiyoti. 1996. Contemporary Feminist Scholarship and Middle East Studies, in Kandiyoti, D. (ed.) Gendering the Middle East: Emerging Perspectives, London: I.B. Tauris, pp. 1-27.

Recommended:

Nadje Al-Ali, Gendering the Arab Spring, in «Middle East Journal of Culture & Communication», Vol. 5, No. 1, January 2012

Lila Abu-Lughod. 1998. Feminist Longings and Postcolonial Conditions, in Abu-Lughod, L. (ed.) Remaking Women: Feminism and Modernity in the Middle East, Princeton: Princeton University Press, pp. 3-31.

Suad Joseph. 2000. Gendering Citizenship in the Middle East, in Gender and Citizenship in the Middle East, Syracuse: Syracuse University Press, pp. 3-30.

Palestine

30/03 – 01/04

Those who can read Turkish please read:

Koray Çalışkan and Munir Fakher Eldin. 2000. Yeni İntifada ve Filistin Sorununun Kısa Tarihi, Birikim, Vol: 140, pp. 20-35.
Amr Shalakani. 2002. Bir Mısırlının Ramallah Günlüğü, Birikim, Vol: 157, pp. 70-84.
Those who cannot read Turkish should read :

Joel Beinin and Lisa Hajjar. A Primer : Palestine, Israel and the Arab-Israeli Conflict 
http://www.merip.org/palestine-israel_primer/intro-pal-isr-primer.html
Palestine (Continued)

06/04 - 08/04
Required:

Charles Smith. 2004. The End of the Oslo Process? The Camp David Talks, the Second Intifada, and the Resurgence of Likud, 1999-2003, in Smith, C. The Palestine and the Arab-Israeli Conflict: A History with Documents, Boston: Bedford and St. Martin’s, pp. 487-538.

Recommended:

Ghada Karmi. 1994. The 1948 Exodus: A Family History, The Journal of Palestine Studies, Vol. 23, No. 2, pp. 31-40.

Joost Hiltermann. 1993. Abu Jamal: A Palestinian Urban Villager, in Burke, E. (ed.) Struggle and Survival in the Middle East, Berkeley: University of California Press, pp. 364-376. 

Syria 
13/04 - 15/04
Bassam Haddad. 2012. As Syria Free Falls… Vol 1 and Vol 2. www.jadaliyyah.com
Hinnebusch, R. 2012. Syria: from 'authoritarian upgrading' to revolution? International Affairs, Vol. 88, No. 1.

Iraq

27/04 – 29/04
Dodge, T., 2013. State and society in Iraq ten years after regime change: the rise of a new authoritarianism. International Affairs. Vol. 89 Issue 2, p. 241-257.

Charles Tripp. 2000. Introduction, Bath and the Rule of Saddam Husain and Conclusion, in A History of Iraq, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, pp. 1-7, 193-292, and 293-297. 

Sarah Graham-Brown. 2003. Multiplier Effect: War Occupation and Humanitarian Needs in Iraq, Middle East Report, Vol. 228, pp. 12-23.

Recommended:

Raad Alkadiri and Fareed Mohamedi. 2003. World Oil Markets and the Invasion of Iraq, Middle East Report, Vol. 227, pp. 20-31.

Egypt

04/05 – 06/05 

Mona El-Gobashi. 2012. The Praxis of Egyptian Revolution, in The Journey to Tahrir: Revolution, Protest and Social Change in Egypt, London: Verso, pp. 21-40. 

Editors of Merip. 2013. Egypt in Year Three, July 10.

Eskandar, W. 2013. Brothers and Officers: A History of Pacts, Jadaliyya, Jan 25.
Conclusion:
What next for the Middle East?

11/05 – 13/05 
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