POLS 521

INTERNATIONAL POLITICS
FALL 2018
Instructor: Zühre Aksoy

Office Hours: T 10:00-11:00 (and by appointment)
Office: IB 501

zuhre.aksoy@boun.edu.tr
OVERVIEW

This course aims to provide an introduction to the main questions and approaches to the study of international relations. The theoretical debates and the questions raised concern war, peace, conflict, the distribution of wealth, and the possibilities for international cooperation. The purpose of the course is to acquaint graduate students with the major debates and concepts in the study of international politics. 
REQUIREMENTS
Students are expected to fully attend the classes, do the required readings before coming to class, and contribute to class discussions. Absence more than two weeks in class will result in an automatic F. Each student will write a literature review (7-10 pages) of the readings for one of the weeks selected from the syllabus. This essay will be presented in class. There will be a final exam which will cover all the topics discussed in class. 
GRADING

Attendance and participation in discussion: 30 %

Literature review and presentation: 30 %

Final Exam: 40 %

READINGS:
Week 1: (September 25) 
INTRODUCTION and OVERVIEW
Week 2: (October 2) 

INTERNATIONAL THEORY
Martin Hollis and Steve Smith, Explaining and Understanding International Relations, Chapters 2, 3 and 4, (Clarendon Press, 1990). 
Hedley Bull, 1966, ‘International Theory: The Case for a Classical Approach’, World Politics, 18, 3, pp.361-377. 

Morton Kaplan, 1966, ‘The New Great Debate: Traditionalism vs. Science in International Relations’, World Politics, 19, 1, pp. 1-20. 

Stanley Hoffman, ‘An American Social Science: International Relations’, in International Theory: Critical Investigations, edited by James Der Derian, (New York University Press), pp.212-241.

John Mearsheimer and Stephen Walt, 2013, ‘Leaving Theory Behind: Why Simplistic Hypothesis Testing is Bad for International Relations,’ European Journal of International Relations, 19, 3, pp. 427-457. 
Week 3: (October 9)  
CLASSICAL REALISM

Thucydides, ‘The Melian Dialogue’, in Basic Texts in International Relations, selected by Evan Luard, (St. Martin’s Press, 1997). 

Hans J Morgenthau,. Chapters 1-6, and 11, Politics Among Nations: Struggle for Power and Peace, (Third edition, Knopf, 1960). 

E.H. Carr, The Twenty Years’ Crisis: 1919-1939: An Introduction to the Study of International Relations, Chapters 2-8, pp.11-145.

Week 4: (October 16) 
NEOREALISM
Kenneth Waltz, Theory of International Politics, Chapters 1, 4-6, pp.1-17, 60-128, (New York: Random House, 1979). 

Kenneth Waltz, ‘Structural Realism After the Cold War,’ International Security, 25:1., Summer 2000. 
Richard K. Ashley. 1986. “The Poverty of Neorealism,” Robert O. Keohane (ed.) Neorealism and Its Critics. (Columbia University Press), pp. 255-300.
Barry Buzan, ‘The Timeless Wisdom of Realism?’, in Smith, Booth and Zalewski, International Theory, pp.47-65. 

Week 5: (October 23)
REGIME THEORY, LIBERALISM AND NEOLIBERAL INSTITUTIONALISM

Stephen Krasner, (1982), ‘Structural Causes and Regime Consequences: Regimes as Intervening Variables,’ International Organization, 36, 2, pp. 185-205. 

Stephen Krasner, (1982) ‘Regimes and the Limits of Realism: Regimes as Autonomous Variables’, International Organization, 36, 2, pp. 497-510. 

Stephen Haggard and Beth A. Simmons, ‘Theories of international regimes’, International Organization, Vol. 41, No. 3, Summer 1987.

John J. Mearsheimer, ‘The False Promise of International Institutions’, International Security 19 (Winter 1994-95): 5-49.

Robert Keohane and Lisa Martin, "The Promise of Institutionalist Theory: Response to John Mearsheimer," International Security, vol.19, Winter 1994/95. 

Robert Keohane, After Hegemony: Cooperation and Discord in the World Political Economy, (Princeton University Press, 1984), Chapters 4-6. 

Week 6: (October 30) 
DEMOCRATIC PEACE AND COSMOPOLITANISM

Immanuel Kant, ‘The Conditions of Peace’, in Basic Texts in International Relations, selected by Evan Luard, (St. Martin’s Press, 1997).

Axel Honneth, (1997), ‘Is Universalism a Moral Trap? The Presuppositions and Limits of a Politics of Human Rights’, in Bohman and Lutz-Bachmann (eds.) Perpetual Peace: Essays on Kant’s Cosmopolitan Ideal, (The MIT Press). 

John R. Oneal, Bruce Russett, Michael L. Berbaum ‘Causes of Peace: Democracy, Interdependence, and International Organizations, 1885–1992’, International Studies Quarterly, September 2003 - Vol. 47 Issue 3, pp. 371-393. 

David Held (2003), ‘Cosmopolitanism: Globalization Tamed?’, Review of International Studies, 29, pp.465-480. 
David Harvey, (2000), ‘Cosmopolitanism and the Banality of Geographical Evils’, Public Culture, 12, 2, pp.529-564. 
Week 7: (November 6)
DOMESTIC POLITICS AND INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS

Graham T. Allison (1969), ‘Conceptual Models and the Cuban Missile Crisis’, American Political Science Review, 63, 3, 689-718.
Jonathan Bendor and Thomas H. Hammond (1992), ‘Rethinking Allison’s Models’, American Political Science Review, 86,2, 301-322
Robert D. Putnam, ‘Diplomacy and Domestic Politics: The Logic of Two-Level Games’, International Organization, 42(3), Summer, 1988: 427-460.

Peter Gourevitch (1978), ‘The Second Image Reversed: The International Sources of Domestic Politics’, International Organization, 32, 4, pp. 881-911.
Week 8: (November 13) 
IMPERIALISM; MARXIST AND NEO-GRAMSCIAN THEORIES 

V.I. Lenin, Imperialism: The Highest Stage of Capitalism (excerpt).

Andre Gunder Frank ‘The Development of Underdevelopment’, in Imperialism and Underdevelopment: A Reader (edited by Robert Rhoades, (Monthly Review Press). 

Fred Halliday, ‘A Necessary Encounter: Historical Materialism and International Relations’, in Rethinking International Relations, (London: Macmillan, 1994). 

Robert Cox, ‘Social Forces, States and World Orders: Beyond International Relations Theory’, in Robert O. Keohane (ed.) Neorealism and Its Critics. (Columbia University Press), pp. 204-254.

Richard Saull (2012), ‘Rethinking Hegemony: Uneven Development, Historical Blocs, and the World Economic Crisis’, International Studies Quarterly, 56, 2, pp. 323-338.  
Week 9: (November 20)
CONSTRUCTIVISM

Alexander Wendt (1992) ‘Anarchy is What States Make of It,’ International Organization, Vol. 46, No. 2, pp. 391-425

John Gerard Ruggie, (1998), ‘What Makes the World Hang Together? Neo-utilitarianism and the Social Constructivist Challenge’, International Organization, 52, 4, pp. 855-888. 

Emmanuel Adler. 1997. Seizing the Middle Ground: Constructivism in World Politics. European Journal of International Relations. 3 (3): 319-363. 

Martha Finnemore and Kathryn Sikkink, (1998), ‘International Norm Dynamics and Political Change’, International Organization, 52, 4, pp.887-917.

Week 10: (November 27)

POSTSTRUCTURALISM 

Richard Ashley, 1996, ‘The achievements of Post-structuralism’, in Smith, Booth and Zalewski, International Theory: Positivism and Beyond, pp.240-253. 

David Campbell, Writing Security: United States foreign policy and the politics of identity, Chapters 1, 5, 6, 7, pp.15-33, 91-189, (University of Minnesota Press, 1998). 
Jim George and David Campbell, 1990. ‘Patterns of Dissent and the Celebration of Difference: Critical Social Theory and International Relations’, International Studies Quarterly, Vol.34, No.3.

Week 11: (December 4) 
GENDER AND INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS
J. Ann Tickner, (1988). ‘Hans Morgenthau’s Principles of Political Realism: A Feminist Reformulation.’ Millennium: Journal of International Studies, 17, 3, pp. 429-440.  

J. Ann Tickner, "You just don’t understand: Troubled engagements between feminists and IR theorists” International Studies Quarterly 41 (1997) and the responses by Keohane, Marchand and Tickner in International Studies Quarterly 42:1, 1998: 193-210.
Cynthia Enloe. ‘How do they militarize a can of soup?’, in Maneuvers: The International Politics of Militarizing Women’s Lives, University of California Press, pp.1-34.  
Week 12: (December 11) 

POST-COLD WAR DEBATES AND IR THEORY

Pınar Bilgin and Adam David Morton, (2004), ‘From “Rogue” to “Failed” States? The Fallacy of Short-Termism’, Politics, 24, 3, pp.169-180. 
Barry Buzan, (2006), ‘Will the ‘Global War on Terrorism’ Be the New Cold War?’. International Affairs 82, no. 6, pp. 1101-1118.
Steve Smith, ‘Singing our world into existence: International Relations Theory and September 11’, International Studies Quarterly, (2004), 48, 3, pp.499-515.

Thomas G. Weiss and Rorden Wilkinson. 2014. Rethinking Global Governance: Complexity, Authority, Power, Change, and the responses by Craig N. Murphy, Mark Mazower and Martha Finnemore.  International Studies Quarterly, 58 (1): 207-224. 
Week 13: (December 18)

READING WEEK + FILM SCREENING
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